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Office of Curriculum, Instruction, and School Support 

 

Initial Notification of Enrollment in a Secondary Program for English Learners 
 

       School 

Student name:        Birth date:      Grade:  

 

Your responses to the Home Language Survey (HLS) indicate that your child may communicate in a language other 

than English.  Based on our initial review, your child may be considered an English learner (EL).  As required by law, 

your child’s language skills will be assessed in English.  

 

Please read the parent brochure and view the video, “Instructional Programs for English Learners” to learn about 

programs for your child.  After considering your choices, check the program below that you believe is best for your 

child.  If concerns arise regarding your child’s progress, you have the right to request a different program. 

 
 Structured English Immersion Program:  Students in this program receive classes in English-as-a-second language (ESL) 

and classes in math, science, and history-social science taught in sheltered English with some primary language support.  

Teachers use special methods in English to help students meet grade-level standards in math, science, social studies and 

other subjects. 

Secondary English Newcomer Program: The goals of this instructional model are to acquire Early Intermediate or 

Intermediate academic English language proficiency and to develop core academic skills and knowledge for immigrant 

students new to U.S. schools. 

 Accelerated Learning: The goals of this instructional program model are to accelerate the academic ELD and to attain 

academic proficiency in core content subjects for ELs (also known as LTELs ) who have attended school in the US for 

more than five full years (i.e., beginning their sixth year and beyond), but still have not met the criteria to be reclassified. 

 Alternative Programs:  You have the right to request a Parental Exception Waiver to select an alternative bilingual 

program described on page 2 of this letter and in the Instructional Programs for English Learners brochure and 

video. If you select an alternative program placement for your child, you must request in person a Parental 

Exception Waiver form and return the completed form in person to the school office. The Parental Exception 
Waiver form must be submitted every year that the child participates in an alternative program. 

 Mainstream English Program:  The Mainstream English Program provides grade-level standards-based instruction 

designed for English-only and fluent-English-proficient students.  You have the right to request placement for your child 

in this program.  For this placement, make an appointment with your school principal or English Learner Program 

Coordinator. 

We invite you to visit our school and to participate in the English Learner Advisory Committee (ELAC). 

 

Administrator: ______________________________________ Date: _______________________________ 

 

PLEASE CHECK ALL THAT APPLY. THEN SIGN AND RETURN THE ENTIRE LETTER TO SCHOOL: 

 

 I understand the Structured English Immersion Program described above and have made my selection. 
 

 I understand I have the right to apply for a Parental Exception Waiver for an alternative program. I understand 

 that the school must provide me with a Parental Exception Waiver form at the time, upon request. 
 

 I will appear in person to request a Parental Exception Waiver Request. 
 

 I have read the information above and would like to schedule a parent conference to discuss my child’s 

 program placement, other program choices, or language test results. 

 

_____________________________________        __________________________  ___________________ 

Parent signature     Telephone Number   Date 

 

 

ATTACHMENT C-1 
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Office of Curriculum, Instruction, and School Support 

 

Alternative Bilingual Programs for Secondary English Learners  

with English Language Development Levels 1-5 

 

The law requires that English learners be placed in an English-language classroom; however, parents 

of students age ten or older have the right to use a Parental Exception Waiver to request an alternative 

bilingual program if they believe it would be in the best interest of their child.  As a parent of a student 

age ten or older, you may select one of the following alternative bilingual programs designed to meet 

the language and academic needs of English learners. 

 

 

Dual Language Program Two-Way Immersion:  The Dual Language Program is designed for 

English Learners and English proficient students to acquire grade-level content instruction in English 

and in a target language.  Both ELs and other-English proficient students receive access to the core 

curriculum as well as instruction for language development in the two languages. 

 

Program availability will depend upon the number of waiver requests and waivers approved.   When 

parents of 20 students at a given grade level request and receive a waiver, the school must form a 

class.  When parents of fewer than 20 students at a given grade level request a waiver, a multiple-

grade class may be formed, or parents may seek another school with the requested program.   Your 

school principal will advise you of program availability, and your responsibility to provide 

transportation to the alternate school offering the requested program. 

 

According to law, waivers must be requested in person annually. Waivers shall be granted unless the 

school principal and educational staff determine that an alternative program is not in the best 

interest of the overall educational development of the student. 

 

All parent exception waivers shall be acted upon by the school within twenty (20) instructional days 

of submission to the school principal. 

 

In cases where a parental exception waiver is denied, the parents or guardians must be informed in 

writing of the reason(s) for denial and advised that they may appeal the decision using the District’s 

appeal process. 

 

At any time during the school year, a parent or guardian may request a change in program 

placement. 
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